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The problem



Reasons for low reporting

Victim’s POV
1. Trauma
2. Do they have rights?
3. Fear of retaliation, intimidation or 

other consequences
4. Fear of law enforcement or 

government entities
5. Severe enough?
6. Past experience with law enforcement
7. Language barriers
8. Technological barriers
9. Cultural norms
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community orgs, 
government agencies,

and news media



low reporting and lack of information

This is an issue?
Where? 

Near me?
How bad?

How often?
To whom?

Why?

What’s the magnitude of 
hate in my area?



Gis should be part of the solution



Why use GIS for hate crime mapping?

1. Illuminate patterns, distribution and hotspots

2. Paint a picture when complex stats cannot

3. Communicate the issues

4. Overcome language barriers

5. Create a common operating picture 

6. Mobilize communities and stakeholders

7. Foster collaboration and cross-community understanding

A picture can tell a hundred words, but a map can tell a million more!



We want to use GIS to…

1. Help keep people informed

2. Encourage the public to report/empower them to report

3. Show victims/witnesses that their incidents don’t just go into a 
black box



demo



Addressing data gaps
Web Scraping



Web scraping

• Scraping news sources (indicative of the issue with media)

• Twitter next

https://www.robgmaps.com/lhla

https://github.com/robgmaps/locate-hate-la

https://www.robgmaps.com/lhla
https://github.com/robgmaps/locate-hate-la


Web scraping



What can you do?



Help us!

1. Encourage people to report

2. Share hate crime/incident data and data sources

3. Volunteer (student or professional)

4. Conduct outreach 

5. Spread the word

https://locatehatela.org

https://www.facebook.com/LocateHateLA

https://www.instagram.com/locatehatela/
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Thank you!
info@locatehatela.org
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